FEDERALIST  RECONSTRUCTION  IN  AUSTRIA-HUNGARY
)f the total vote, were by far the strongest parties. But they vere both splitting up along national lines.1 On the other hand iniversal suffrage strengthened those portions of the remaining aationalist, that is, lower middle class, parties which supported sectional, and especially agrarian, interests.2 The Austrian party system now showed national as well as social differentiations, with the latter groups unable to cooperate across the national divisions. It was in this condition that Austrian democracy entered its decisive crisis.
(e) POLITICAL ATTITUDE OF AUSTRIAN SOCIAL DEMOCRACY TO THE NATIONALITIES PROBLEM
The Social Democrats had become the only important progressive party with an inter-national programme, as opposed to the middle-class parties of various nationalities, and to traditionalist political Catholicism. The simplest course, for a democratic opposition, would have been to confront the aHaps-burgs with the one positive programme of reconstruction Austria had produced, and towards which the Hapsburg attitude had been purely destructive, that of Kremsier. But when at the Brno Congress in 1898 the Austrian Socialist Party had to decide its policy on the national question, the disintegration of the Austrian State had reached such a point that the Kremsier proposals were bound to prove inadequate. Already there were nationalities, in Austria 3 as well as in Hungary, which could only temporarily be satisfied with anything short of complete secession from the Dual monarchy. Magyar persecution had already succeeded in closing the rift between Catholic and Orthodox Southern Slavs, and shaping a strong Yugoslav movement that could be expected only for a very short period to aspire merely to a federalist reconstruction of the Danubian monarchy, or to the replacement of Dualism by Trialism or some more advanced programme.4
If governments since 1848 had failed to solve Austria's essential problem, they had succeeded in developing modern capitalist economics within the Monarchy's territory. Social Democracy was itself a product of this progress. Labour could not desire the dismemberment of the existing economic unit, and its attitude
1 See Charmatz, op. cit. (1907), pp. 228 ff.                           2 ibid., p. 238.
a At the Brno Congress declarations in this sense (see Bauer, op. cit.a p. 529) were made by the representatives of the Polish and Ukrainian Socialists, and the attitude of the Italians was similar.
4 See the writings of Seton-Watson, the first four chapters of Bauer, op. cit. (1923) (German ed.), Popovici, and Redlich, op. cit. (1939)* PP-